From station to destination
Bicycle ignores flexible transport from the train
Cycling from home to the station is a normal part of life in the Netherlands. Around 33% of train passengers do it. The bicycle brings the train within reach, particularly for travellers who live between one and three kilometres from a station: 32% of the whole population. 
Two reasons are generally cited for the relatively low bicycle use in the onward journey: the availability of a bicycle and secure parking facilities. You could use your own bicycle of course, but that means buying one and getting it to the station at the other end. 
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This is only a real option when people travel very regularly by train. The next question is: where shall I leave it? Not all stations have guarded bicycle parking facilities or sufficient bicycle safes. A fold-up bicycle would be a good choice, even though this remains a niche market. Renting a bicycle is a third possibility, but in view of the price and time-consuming rental procedure, it is more suitable for occasional train travel.
Public Transport bicycle
On behalf of the Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management, MOVE has been conducting a ‘Public Transport bicycle trial’. This is a system whereby users hire a bicycle at stations. Payment is effected by scanning a special pass which can also be a Dutch Railway travel card. As such, it relieves users from time-consuming administrative procedures which may vary according to the bicycle hire company. However, the Public Transport bicycle is still only available in one rather simple model, although the costs are lower than those of normal rented bicycles: 2.50 Euros per day.

Over 4000 people have registered as a Public Transport bicycle user by paying 5 Euros subscription. The bicycles are now available at 50 of the 393 stations in the country. In September 2003, the bicycles were used on a total of 4,500 occasions, i.e. on average once a month per registered user, 90 times per participating station.
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Table 1 Methods of transport in onward journeys by people over the age of 12, 1996-1998








From: MuConsult, The market for multimodal passenger transport; sub report 2: OVG analysis, Adviesdienst Verkeer en Vervoer, October 2002
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